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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
IS AI HERE YET? 

 

AI, or Artificial Intelligence, has been 

in a hot topic in the media for the past 

year or so – not just computer media.  

But just what is AI? 

 

Alan Turing (have you seen the movie 

Imitation Game?) considered AI and 

came up what is known as the Turing 

Test, a test that is still considered a 

good consideration.  Essentially, the 

Turing Test says that if you are having 

a conversation with an AI and can’t 

tell whether it is an AI or a human, 

then it is indeed, an artificial 

intelligence. 

 

This doesn’t mean just characteristics 

of the voice – that is superficial - but 

rather, if you ask questions such as 

“How do you do?” or “Do you feel 

blue today?” 

 

How about something longer, such as 

“The professor said: "All statements 

that include the word 'God' are false." 

Is the professor right or wrong? 

 

If you teach a computer only the rules 

of chess. but not a catalog of previous 

games, can the computer eventually 

play a game in a way that a human 

would?   

 

At this time, computers can only 

respond how they are programmed to 

respond, so artificial intelligence is, at 

least now, still in the realm of science 

fiction.   

 

If you really want to consider what AI 

is, then think about predestination vs 

free will.  If you knew absolutely 

everything about someone – I mean 

absolutely everything – then could 

you predict exactly what someone 

would do every second of their life?  

If you could, then that is 

predestination; if not then that is free 

will.  So a true artificial intelligence 

should have free will.  This is, of 

course, a philosophical/religious 

question that has been discussed for 

centuries. 

 

 

EXERCISE YOUR CONTROL 
OVER GOOGLE’S 

INFORMATION ABOUT YOU 
 

Google seems to save almost 

everything it can about all who use 

Google, but just what do they do with 

this information?  If you are 

concerned about this and want to find 

out more about it, just sign into your 

google or Gmail account.  You 

actually do seem to have a lot of 

control, if you want to exercise that 

prerogative, which I believe you 

should take the time to do. 

 

 Click on your Account in Gmail. 

 Click on Personal info & privacy 

 Click on Manage your Google 

Activity 

 Click on GO TO ACTIVITY 

CONTROLS 

 Click MANAGE ACTIVITY   

 There is a slider switch to the 

right of Location History.  If slid 

to the left, Google will not create 

a private map of where you go 

with you signed-in devices...etc. 

 There are also on/off sliders for 

Google storing the following: 

 Web & App Activity 

 Device Information 

 Voice & Audio Activity 

 YouTube Search History 

 YouTube Watch History 

ADS SETTINGS > MANAGE ADS 

SETTINGS 

 ADS PERSONALIZATION 

SLIDER - "Make the ads you see 

more useful to you when using 

Google Services (ex. Search, 

YouTube). 

 VISIT ADCHOICES allows you 

to Opt Out although exactly what 

the means is somewhat vague, at 

least to me, although the 

explanation presented seems to 

say that the listed companies have 

requested that Google provide 

them with some information 

about me.  I just clicked OptOut? 

> Select All and will find out 

what this does. 

 
 

ROBOCALLS ARE ILLEGAL 
IN CALIFORNIA – SORT OF 

 

There was a great piece about 

robocalls by David Lazarus on page 1 

of the Business section of the Feb 23, 

2018 Los Angeles Times.  Here is 

some of what he talks about. 

 

According to Sections 2873 and 2874 

of California’s Public Utilities Code, 

all robocalls must begin with a live 

operator stating the nature of the call, 

as well as the name, address and 

phone number of the entity behind the 

robocall.  Note that I confirmed this 

by going to http://www.search-

california-

law.com/research/section/ca/PUC/2.2.

13.1/index.html where the information 

is presented very concisely. 

 

This applies to ALL ROBOCALLS, 

including those from political and 

charitable organizations. .The catch is 

that many robocalls are made from 

out-of-California locations and do not 

have to meet California law. 

 

According to the CA PUC, robocalls 

without prior express permission are 

those made from schools, banks, cable 

companies (only for scheduled 
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appointments), utilities, police and fire 

departments, or agencies making 

public safety warnings. 

 

On the federal level, political 

robocalls can’t be made to cellphones, 

but are “permissible when made to 

landline telephones, even without 

prior express consent”. 

 

 

BETTER THAN  
WINDOWS FILE EXPLORER 

 

If you click on My Computer (or just 

Computer) from the START menu, or 

on the icon on the taskbar (very 

bottom of your screen) that looks like 

a file-folder, it will open Windows 

File Explorer which will show you 

where your files are, and allows you to 

locate, copy, delete, move and open 

files. 

 

When you want to copy or move a file 

from one location to the other, the 

simplest method is to open 2 File 

Explorer windows, put one on the left 

side of your screen and the other on 

the right side.  Then you can locate a 

file you want to copy or move in the 

left window and drag it to the new 

location in the right window.  It is a 

nice system, but a little annoyance to 

use because after opening the second 

File Explorer, it opens in front of the 

first one and you have to move it and 

place both windows where you want 

them. 

 

There is an easier way, and that is to 

use one of the alternatives to File 

Explorer.  The alternatives, or at least 

the 2 that I will suggest, display 2 sets 

of file-explorer-like inside the 

program, which makes it very easy to 

get right down to the business at hand. 

 

My preferred alternative is 

FreeCommander which is absolutely 

free, and available at 

http://freecommander.com/en/downloa

ds/ )  I recommend the lower of the 3 

downloads shown on the website, only 

because it is not a zipped file and 

doesn’t need to be unzipped 

(uncompressed) before installing the 

program. 

 

My second preferred alternative is 

Xplorer2 Lite (or Xplorer2 Free) 

which is available at 

https://www.zabkat.com/x2lite.htm .  

Be sure to select the free lite version, 

which is (of course) free, rather than 

the professional version which is not 

free. 

 

 

FACEBOOK AND 
YOUR PRIVACY 

 

I have long held the belief that 

although Facebook is a great concept, 

the implementation presents serious 

concerns regarding the privacy of 

Facebook users. 

 

As an example, most recently, 

according to the NY Times (March 19, 

2018) “Cambridge Analytica, a 

political data firm hired by President 

Trump’s 2016 election campaign, 

gained access to private information 

on more than 50 million Facebook 

users.  The firm offered tools that 

could identify the personalities of 

American voters and influence their 

behavior.” 

(https://www.nytimes.com/2018/03/19

/technology/facebook-cambridge-

analytica-explained.html) 

 

This is not a political diatribe – but 

rather, it is only the tip of the iceberg, 

because unfortunately, it doesn’t stop 

there.  Facebook can, does, share your 

information with 3
rd

 party software 

vendors and advertisers, and appears 

to exercise absolutely no oversight or 

control over where your personal 

information then goes…well, just 

about anywhere.  If this doesn’t cause 

you concern, then skip the rest of this 

piece. 

 

I am not an overly private person, but 

I don’t want someone I don’t know to 

have access to information about 

where I was born, addresses where I 

have lived, where I worked, who my 

friends are, and so forth.   

 

Facebook uses the opt-out paradigm, 

which means that everything about 

you is public information, and you 

need to go into each item (home, 

work, etc) in Facebook if you want to 

restrict your personal information to 

friends, only me, or set custom access 

– a slow, time-consuming, process that 

requires you to dig deep into your 

Facebook account.  And keep in mind 

that although you can edit access to 

information in your Facebook profile, 

one item at a time, the default is that 

all information in your profile is 

public. 

 

Facebook should be using an opt-in 

paradigm which means that all of your 

personal information is private and 

you need to actively choose to allow 

public, friends, only me, or custom 

access to your personal information.   

 

Moreover, the solution is simple – 

Facebook should have a Personal 

Information Wizard that lets you set 

your entire Facebook account to be 

public (available to anyone), friends, 

only-me, or a Custom setting, all with 

a single click to set your global 

preference.  You can then, go into 

each category of information and 

individually set the privacy setting. 

 

 
This newsletter is a service to clients of Coastal 

Computer Care.  Please remember us when you 

need professional computer support or tutoring.  
If you are not currently a client but wish to 

receive this free newsletter, send me a request 

via email and I’ll be happy add you to the 
distribution list 

 

Disclaimer:  Coastal Computer Care presents 
information in this newsletter as a courtesy.  

The recommendations are made in good faith 
and are believed to be reliable and safe. CCC 

cannot, however, foresee every possibility and 

assumes no responsibility for any problems that 
may be encountered as a consequence of the 

recommendations.  Always backup your 

computer and make sure that System Restore is 
set to On. 
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